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Dr Henry Morris back home with the Lord.

 Dr Henry Morris, renowned as the father of scientific creationism has gone to be with the Lord after such meritorious and fruitful service on earth.  Dr Morris departure took place on the evening of Saturday 25th February.  He was 87, and according to his son Henry III, he “remained cogent and alert up until the last few moments….”   Dr Morris will go down as one of the truly great men of God that ever passed through the planet earth.  He believed, taught, and gracefully and intellectually demonstrated the infallibility of the Scriptures, and might well be described as a modern day Paul to the scientists. His three-volume Trilogy on Creation sent down as a gift to us in 2000 from the Institute for Creation Research which he founded in 1970, would go down among the most important and life-affecting books ever read by the editor of Church Arise!  We have since acquired several of his numerous books, including The Genesis Flood, the book he co-authored with John Whitcomb in 1961 and which is widely recognized as a classic on creationism.  We invite our readers to visit the Creationism section of our Library to really appreciate the ministry of Dr Morris.  We join the rest of the Church to celebrate the life and return to the Lord of a truly great man of God. 

Bellview Crash: Plane Had Explosives On Board – Senate Report

       The Bellview crash that claimed over 109 lives in Lisa Village on October 22 last year might not be an accident after all!  Ruling out human error or aircraft age, a report by the Senate Committee on Aviation and Special Duties has concluded that the "presence of incendiaries and other explosive on the (Bellview) aircraft" may have been responsible for its crash. (http://www.independentng.com/news/nnmar090601.htm). This is in stark contrast to earlier claims by the official Accident Investigation and Prevention Bureau which categorically ruled out explosion as a cause of the crash     (http://africa.news.neoblack.com/news_item.asp?category=Nigeria&newsid=915)

         Strangely however, the report (and the few people who seem aware of it), are talking technicalities – putting all emphasis on indicting responsible authorities for failing to detect incendiaries. (Big deal, even in the USA 21 ports recently failed to detect bomb making materials, see http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/11863165).  Obviously the unpleasant hard reality to face here is the confirmed existence and operation with impunity in our midst, of highly-placed heartless mass murderers!  Even terrorist actions at least could be understandable!  This situation, if indeed true, opens up a new and much more dangerous dimension to Nigeria’s security and spiritual situation. Recall that though the investigating police officer (supported by the IG of police), adamantly insisted he found and handed over the plane's 'black box' to investigators, official position remains that the black box was never found! (read a light-hearted treatment of this heavy matter at: (www.odili.net/news/source/2005/nov/18/27.html)

Anti-Cartoon Carnage in Maiduguri, Nigeria
         True to pattern, the violent Islamic protests against the portrayal of Islamic prophet Mohammed in cartoon/ caricature, took a different dimension when it got to Nigeria.  At the end of the day, the largest number of casualty arising from these violent near global protests was recorded in Nigeria.  Victims: Christians, most of who can’t locate Denmark on the map.    In the North East city of Maiduguri alone, local Christian leaders who spoke to Compass Direct, recalled 31 churches that were burnt and at least 50 believers who were murdered – mainly beaten to death or in some cases roasted alive on the streets, all within 2 hours on Saturday February 18.    http://www.christianpost.com/article/africa/507/section/cartoon.protestors.burn.15.churches.in.deadly.nigeria.muslim-christian.clash/1.htm
     There were cases of whole families roasted in their homes, while some, including at least a catholic priest, were burnt to death right in their churches.  All these in addition to an economic destruction in the tune of several millions as, according to a Reuters report, some 200 shops, 50 houses and 100 vehicles were torched or vandalised.  

     Unlike some other northern cities notorious for radical Islam, persecution of the Church in Maiduguri (with roughly equal proportion of Christians and Moslems) had been limited mostly to refusal of land for Church buildings, denial of promotion to Christians in the public service, etc – until now.  Even native Moslems in the city were shocked and quickly adduced the violence to the “trailer loads” of youths being imported to the city every day from other parts of the North  - to be put under the custody of extremist non-native Islamic mallams.  An official of the state government noted the “military precision” with which the 2 hour carnage was implemented, and ruled out natural spontaneity of these gruesome murders.  (www.vanguardngr.com/articles/2002/ cover/february06/260022006/f226022006.html).  (
          As has become the routine however, “a high-power” jaw-jaw committee, without any power to punish the perpetrators or indemnify the victims, has been set up to help douse tension till the event is again consigned somewhere in history.  

       The toll of cartoon-related killings in other cities in Northern Nigeria included 7 deaths reported by the Red Cross in Katsina state; and 18 dead and over 60 injured in Bauchi.  To worsen an already bad situation,  the killings soon assumed an ethnic dimension as Igbos, mainly in the South East catholic city of Onitsha started retaliatory killing of northerners in their midst.  At least 35 local Hausa Muslims were killed before the military was quickly brought in.  www.assistnews.net/Stories/s06020095.htm
Islamic Anti-Christian Pogroms In other places:

         Pakistan was another place where the anti-cartoons pogrom was pronounced.  Apart from the several thousands of demonstrators who plundered Christian properties and buildings, some 50 mostly opposition members of the National Assembly staged their own protest march.   Amidst shouts of,  'Allah-o-Akbar. We are ready to sacrifice our lives for Prophet Muhammad’ the legislators trooped from Parliament House to the Foreign Office.  The hypocrisy of it all was typified by one of the muslim demonstrators who was arrested for burning pages of the Quran, with a view to framing his Christian father-in-law (with whom he had a property dispute) with the ‘crime’. That same day, Sunday 19 February, in the southern province of Sindh, two churches, a convent school, as well as the residence of  Pastor Ilyas Saeed Masih,  were burnt by a mob of some 500 Muslims.  The Islamic faithfuls were, quite indignantly, protesting a rumour that a Quran had been desecrated.  Thus, the rumour of the ‘desecration’ of  one holy book is enough justification to destroy not just other holy books of other religions, but the sanctuaries hosting those books, as well as the people of those books and their properties.  Extremely bizarre logic!

Also in the Phillipines

  In a slightly different version to what happened in 1999 to some Christian girls at Columbine High School, Littleton, Colorado, US (they were shot dead when they affirmed on demand, their faith in God, See CA! Vol 2 No 3, http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=48916); three Islam-inspired gunmen went round homes in a neighbourhood in the Phillipines, asking whether the residents believed in Christ Jesus.  Those who responded in the affirmative were shot down dead on the doorsteps.  At least 6 people were martyred in this fashion. http://www.mnnonline.org/article/8280
A local Example: It is worthwhile to reflect on why in most countries of the world, Islam’s angst at “crimes” perpetrated by the non-Christian world is always directed at Christianity.  In Nigeria, the ‘Miss World’ killings of 2002 and the current anti-cartoon carnage are but glaring examples.  But rather than casually explain this off as an Islamic naïve equation of westernization with Christianity, we think there is a deeper spiritual underpinning.  It has to do with the desire to inflict maximum damage to the cause of Christ at the slightest opportunity.

      Consider a local example from the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife where, at the time of this writing, some Moslem students, ‘spontaneously’ chose the weekend that noted national Christian teacher, Gbile Akanni, was to minister at the Campus, to protest the showing of pornographic videos at one of the Halls of residence – which showings, unfortunately, were by no means a new development. The resulting intense violence was to lead to a hurried closure of the University and a concomitant cancellation of what promised to have been a highly edifying Christian event.  (See details at http://odili.net/news/source/2006/mar/13/410.html).  The
previous programme by the Campus Christian Mobilization committee had similarly been seriously marred as the University unexpectedly decided to prolong an official function thus making the venue unavailable.  The next in the series of meetings is the regular May meeting with Pastor E.A. Adeboye .  This one will hold!
“With Signs and Wonders following…”

         It is not without cause that the devil is resorting to desperate actions in Nigeria - if only he can discourage the people of God!  It’s been exciting times indeed as in the past few months or so, notable Generals in the Lord’s Army such as Reinhard Bonkke have taken to the fields on extensive mass crusades, as if to say, “the time is short indeed”.  And there was no shortage of signs and wonders either.  At the crusade in Osogbo, one of several organized by the Deeper Life Bible Church, a well-known blind beggar was among the first to get a miracle.  Similarly at the all-night vigil organized by the Redeemed Christian Church of God at the University of Lagos, a man lame for 22 years who by the power of God began to walk was one of several hundreds of outstanding miracles. Yes, outstanding first-century like miracles are becoming common place in Nigeria, Praise the Lord! 

Even in the United States, the Church faces persecution

    Even in the United States, clearly the most Christianized of the free world and with strong conservative religious values, the Christian faith remains under constant stress and pressure.   A few recent examples:                                     

(
Church Burning in Alabama

        In the month of February alone, at least 12 churches (11 of them Baptist) in Alabama, were set on fire by arsonists later identified as a group of young men steeped in Satanism.  See details at

www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=49226In 1999, another self-sponsored Satanist, Jay Ballinger had gone around 11 states torching 26 Churches before he was arrested  (CA! Vol 3 No 5).

In California, Christian Intern fired for sharing faith 
       For her internship during a master’s degree in social work at the California State University, Jacqueline Escobar was attached to the Department of Children and Family Services, or DCFS.
   A straight-A student, Escobar was at first complimented regularly by the DCFS for her work. However it soon became well-known that she shared her faith with co-workers during lunch breaks and after-hours. She was consequently directed to stop such acts, even after work hours. The University further ordered her to sign a document admitting she had "an inability to separate her religious beliefs from her role" as an intern.  For refusing to sign the damning document, Escobar was terminated from her internship and threatened with expulsion from the graduate program. She is currently challenging this termination. (www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=48954)
Yet, the Gates of Hell cannot prevail!

         As has been clearly demonstrated over the centuries, persecution of the Church only serves to make Her more vibrant, virile and fruitful!  On-going worldwide persecution under various shades and degrees are but serving to make the Church free of spots and wrinkles as we await the arrival of the Bridegroom! Here’s a brief sample, even from the “persecution frontline”:

In Cuba, reports have it that even as Churches continue to get closed, Bibles continue also to be in high demand, such that the supply system is being taxed! (http://www.mnnonline.org/article/8244)

In the Middle East, Christians are quietly and faithfully living for Christ despite opposition and persecution. And such resilience and gracious living can simply not be ignored or resisted by the rest of the Society.  Lee DeYoung of Words of Hope reports a growing phenomenon of interest in the Gospel of Jesus – in response to efforts to promote hostility toward Christians.  According to DeYoung, “Many Muslims really are seeking after God. They have a hunger to know Him, and as they have opportunities to talk with Christians, they find a common quest to discover God, and many are finding Jesus.” http://www.mnnonline.org/article/8253
The same encouraging trend is reported from Asia.  Singapore is one of the fastest-growing Christian communities in Asia, along with Hong Kong, Taiwan and mainland China. In fact, Asia is projected to become one of the largest Christian populations in the world in the next 30 years.  There are reports of new believers, mainly Asia’s upwardly mobile, who are rejecting materialist and consumer values and flocking to Pentecostal or charismatic churches.  (ASIA TIMES,March 2, 2006).  

In Japan, Researchers were especially surprised at the large number of Japanese youth who claimed the Christian faith. Of the 20 percent who professed to have a religion, 60 percent called themselves Buddhists and 36 percent Christians.  Calling the numbers "stunning," George Gallup Jr. who assisted with the recent, comprehensive poll in Shinto-dominated conservative Japan, noted that  "These projections mean that seven percent of the total teenage population say they are Christians."... 

www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=49337
CONFUSION IN THE CHURCH

Understanding and Relating with Israel

        Many believers have always confused the relationship between the Church (Bride of Christ) and Israel (His brethren).  The Apostle Paul addressed this issue frontally in many places (e.g. Rom 11:11, 25), yet many, for one reason or the other still have got it muddled up.  We are currently in the Church Age, and the way of salvation, the Ark of Noah as it were, is the Gospel and only the Gospel.  However the Church is perhaps already in the “injury time” of Her stay on Planet Earth.  The redemption of Israel, when God will relate with the world through Israel again, is at the corner.

      It is therefore sad to see the Church in open, misguided antagonism of Israel in many instances.  An example is the recent vote by the Church of England Synod to review its £2.5m investment in Caterpillar, a bulldozer manufacturer on the grounds that the nation of Israel uses Caterpillar bulldozers in destroying Palestinian residences which were being used by terrorists.  A UK based Rabbi, Allan Clancy, has soundly denounced this “totally unfair and biased” move, rightly pointing out that the same bulldozers were also used "by the Israelis to withdraw...the Jewish settlements from Gaza".   More poignantly the Rabbi added: "I didn't hear anything about the Synod criticising the Palestinians for destroying Christian villages where the Israelis tried to protect them" http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4729024.stm
Directive versus Definition: Lesbian Evangelist pronounced Not Guilty of Misconduct

        At last, one of the several ministers in the Presbyterian Church who have been treating with utter disdain the Church’s official position on same-sex marriage has been brought to trial.  63 year old Jane Spahr better known as Lesbian Evangelist was charged before the Judicial Commission of the Presbyterian Church (USA) for officiating at the unions of gay couples.  However she was soon quickly discharged and acquitted.  Ruling 6-1 in her favour, the Commission declared that since the section of the Church’s constitution that reserves marriage for a man and a woman "is a definition,[and] not a directive," Spahr was "acting within her right of conscience in performing marriage ceremonies for same-sex couples,"  Hmm! http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/P/PRESBYTERIANS_GAYS?SITE=MNWIN&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
Court Allows Church's Hallucinogenic Tea

        Remember the story about the O Centro Espirita Beneficiente Uniao do Vegetal Church which claims its members are able to contact God only under the influence of  hoasca, a hallucinogenic tea (containing the illegal drug DMT)? (CA! Vol 8 No 1), Well, in addition to the temporary reprieve it got last Dec, the US supreme Court has now granted it full leave to go on using the leaves that send her members on celestial trips!  Members believe they can understand God only by drinking the tea, which is consumed twice a month at four-hour ceremonies. The do Vegetal Church might as well begin to witness an upward surge in membership as drug addicts flood in to abuse substance under the official cover of religion. What confusion, what bondage!  www.breitbart.com/news/2006/02/21/D8FTJ9V82.html
CHALLENGES TO THE CHURCH: CULTS AND HERETICS

DNA analysis shatters Mormons Myth

      One of the key teachings in the Book of Mormon, that special religious book of the Church of the Latter Day Saints (Mormons), which claims supremacy over the Bible, is that native Americans were actually descended from a lost tribe of Israel that reached the New World more than 2,000 years ago.  Jose A. Loayza, a Mormon, explains what this conviction meant to him: "We were taught all the blessings of that Hebrew lineage belonged to us and that we were special people,… It not only made me feel special, but it gave me a sense of transcendental identity, an identity with God."

       However DNA evidence has recently shown that the ancestors of American natives came from Asia, not the Middle East.  Loayza, a successful attorney confessed that, confronted with the incontrovertible evidence, he went through stages of absolute denial, utter amazement and surprise, and finally anger and bitterness. www.latimes.com/news/printedition/la-me-mormon16feb16,1,4709667.story?ctrack=1&cset=true.  Native Americans at least have a better deal than black Africans, since Mormon Doctrine affirms that people with black skin are the spirit children who didn’t fight valiantly in the heavenly battle between Jesus and Lucifer, who by the way are said to be brothers!
       Unfortunately too many Mormons, immobilized by peer pressure and the largesse of material welfare, continue to grope for God with deep bitterness and disappointment within the Mormon church.  Resigned to ‘fate’, they push aside the innumerous factual evidences debunking the divine claims of the Book of Mormon, intending to find out at the other side of earth, whether they were right or not.  True children of God ought to remember such people who have sadly adopted an “Orunmila” (Orun lo mo eni ti o la – Yoruba for “it is only heaven who will reveal those to be eventually saved”) philosophy; especially in light of Scriptures such as 1 John 5:13 which gives assurance of Heaven to all who would choose to believe in the Son of God; and 1 John 4:1ff which warns against putting so-called visions or experiences above the sure Word of God. 

     Our candid advice to Mormons who truly accept Jesus as Lord is to choose to obey the words of Jesus Christ rather than the words of Joseph Smith or some other elder.  The words of the Lord from Heaven to such a precious one today is: “ …Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues” (Rev. 18:4)

Emergent Church: Progress towards the One World religion

        In recent years, we have stepped up our warning about the imminence of the “Great departure from faith of the Church” (apostasy) which according to the Scriptures must necessarily precede the “Great departure from earth of the Church” (the rapture).  See 2 Thess. 2:3.  As the Church is taken out of the way during the Rapture, it will be replaced on earth by the One World Church, based on interfaithism.  Much progress has been made, melding together virtually all the religious faiths represented on earth in the Interfaith move - except for the glaring absence of the Evangelicals/Pentecostals.  See the loud complaints over this point in several recent meetings of the Interfaith movements as reported in Vol 8 No 6 for example.

          The Emergent Church Movement is now set to bridge this gap between light and darkness, as it were. Previously amorphous, the movement is now taking a definite form and leadership with the recent hailing of the new book A Generous Orthodoxy by Brian McLaren as its manifesto.  The central philosophy of the movement is the simultaneous embrace of both the “old” and the “new” till an emergent one is synthesized.  Precisely what the interfaith movement is all about.  To read more about this dangerous movement and the key personalities currently involved with it, check the articles at (www.moriel.org/articles/discernment/church_issues/emergent_church.pdf)  As usual, we should not forget that many get sucked into movements such as these due to some positive aspects they see and the negative aspects that are hidden from them, for a while. While we may have to deal softly and compassionately with such people, we must be as hard as flint in rejecting the new emergent doctrines they purvey.  Indeed what concord could there be between Belial and Christ?

CHICK PUBLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH CHURCH ARISE!

For over 40 years, J T Chick has been spreading the kind of messages given to us by the Lord.  Bro Chick God’s given talent as an artist especially makes the message easier to digest by busy people or simply those not raised up as book-worms.  The only snag is the dearth of people ready to help carry these hard-truths around – marketing the materials requires nearly as much courage in publishing them!  Church Arise! recently picked up the challenge and by the grace of God, Chick’s materials - comics, books, DVDs and Videos may now be obtained through us. As a result of generous discounts available to us, these materials will be available through us even at less than quoted prices.  Visit our Secretariat, 7 Conference Centre, OAU, Ile-Ife to make your inquiries.  Or contact Abraham on 08053630435 or Abraham@ChurchArise.Org .  Check out Chick’s website www.chick.com to peruse through some materials online. 
Your mails, e-mails and SMS

             Your bulletin “CHURCH ARISE!”  IS FANTASTIC.  May GOD bless your ministry.  Shalom!
 Olumide Sanusi, Ikeja.

             I came across a copy of ‘CHURCH ARISE” and I found it very informative. I should be very grateful if you can, please, send me a current copy and if possible would like to be a regular subscriber.

Edward Sabageh, Ibadan

            Thanks for sending the Church Arise to us faithfully.  It's really helping us to continually focus on the Lord.  The joy of the Lord will remain your strength.

Sade Tennyson, UK
            I read with undiluted joy your response to Dr .Anele's misguided article on homosexuality advocacy in Nigeria. As a Nigerian residing in North America, I am well aware of the tragedy that is homosexuality. It is this disease that some disoriented Nigerians want to introduce in my beloved country.  God forbid!

Ugonna Kalu, USA
          Your rejoinder to "Homosexuality And Its Enemies" was a well-articulated essay. It was also very informative; I was both surprised and alarmed that there is so much funding for gay advocacy groups in Nigeria and wholeheartedly agree that the government needs to address it.

Oyedele Oladeji, USA
      Thanks for the courageous article on homosexuality in Nigeria.  It is my earnest prayer that this article sparkle a debate and deep thinking among concerned believers and right thinking educationist and social workers in Nigeria.

Asuquo Edem, USA
Editor: Unfortunately it’s virtually impossible to get articles critical of Homosexuality Advocacy groups published in Nigerian media!  The article being referred to above can be located at  http:// nigeriaworld.com/articles/2006/feb/072.html, http:// onlinearchive.org/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=689. In due course it will be on our website too.
New Chairman For US Federal Reserve 
The Chairman of the Federal Reserve has been described as perhaps the most powerful non-elected official in the world.  So the nomination of a new chairman will generate lots of attention in a society like the US, right?  Wrong!

On Feb 1, Ben Bernanke, a former professor of economics at Princeton University, was officially sworn in as the new Chairman of the Federal Reserve to replace Alan Greenspan, who had been in charge for nearly 2 decades. Bernanke’s nomination for the post last November however did not receive much attention having been upstaged by the raging controversy over conservative Judge Samuel Allito to the Supreme Court. According to Koinonia House Online, “even some members of Congress were surprised to learn of his nomination.”  
     This is totally consistent with the character and history of the Federal Reserve Bank which is an incredible PRIVATE institution being used to garner unimaginably stupendous wealth out of the coffers of the USA into the hands of a few One World government advocates. When the bill for the US Federal Reserve was to be originally presented to the US Congress in 1910, the Bill was deliberately held until December 23 (two days before Christmas!) before it was presented to the House and Senate.  Only those senators and congressmen who had not gone home for the holidays - those who owed favors to, or were on the payroll of, the globalists -  were present to sign the legislation. 

http://www.khouse.org/enews_article/2006/1038/print/     

         Readers of CA! conversant with Nigerian politics will find that tactics familiar!

US prepares citizens  for Avian Flu-related Pandemic

     Admitting the inevitability of the Avian flu crossing over to the United States and probably becoming a human flu, relevant authorities are handing out tutorials on how to survive such a pandemic.  Excerpts from the report from ABCnews: “The Red Cross says that if there's a pandemic, we need to prepare for 10 days of being stuck in our homes, and that we may be without power and water during that time. In the event of a bird flu pandemic, Americans should plan for interruptions or delays in other services: Banks might close, hospitals could be overwhelmed, and postal service could be spotty. Experts also say that people need to begin stocking up on extra food and supplies like protective masks, flashlights, portable radios, batteries and matches.” www.abcnews.go.com/GMA/AvianFlu/story? id=1722484&page=1

Paving the way for the Mark -Microchip Implant to help detect bird flu in humans 

         As we continue to warn and demonstrate, a cardinal objective of the One World government advocates is to get the re-programmable RFID microchip under the skin of everyone on planet earth.  As has been scientifically demonstrated, this will provide a remote access to the mind of everyone so chipped (See CA! Vol 4 No 6, and Vol 8 No 3 for instance).  Though a practically worthless product (in real terms), the several “advantages” of the implanted microchip continue to get hyped in the headlines; and as far as is possible, all development in various aspects of life are being directed towards forcing the chip through your skin – precisely as the Bible warned, 2,000 years ago.
        Now one of the latest in the strategies to make the microchip a mandatory product for all, globally, is the announcement by STMicro of its plan to develop a “complete laboratory on a chip” that will enable the rapid simple diagnosis of human cases of avian flu at a limited cost. (http://today.reuters.com/news/newsarticle.aspx? type=scienceNews&storyid=2006-01-18T080921Z_01_L1839012_RTRUKOC_0_US-STMICRO-BIRDFLU.xml&rpc=22)
       This could of course be expanded to the diagnosis of an array of other diseases and the requisite circuit  incorporated together on the currently available biochips such as Verichip.  A scenario we have mentioned several times (following the suggestion by Prof Kevin Warwick, - www.wired.com/wired/archive/8.02/warwick.html?pg=1&topic_set=  or  CA! Vol 4 no 6) is the situation when the implanted microchip is used not only for medical records (as is currently the case), or for diagnosis (as in this story), but also to deliver treatments and therapy.  Any one serious about refusing an implant in that case had better ensured they signed in on the Lord Jesus’ Comprehensive Health package today, even right away!

Microchipping and Satellite Surveillance

Microchipping is of course only one aspect in the coming Mark of the Beast system predicted in the Scriptures (Rev 13:16-18) and being assiduously implemented by One World Government advocates.  Satellite-based systems are needed to remotely communicate with the implanted microchips.  The motivation for the on-going developments in that respect, a sample of which is included below, is then obvious.

Surveillance Cameras (Satellite-linked) for more public places in US

Surveillance cameras — aimed at government buildings, train platforms and intersections here — might soon be required at corner taverns and swanky nightclubs.  Milwaukee is considering requiring cameras at stores that have called police three or more times in a year while the Baltimore County Council in Maryland has ordered large malls to put cameras in parking areas after a murder in one garage last year. The measure passed despite objections from business groups. www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2006-02-14-chicago-cameras_x.htm
And even private homes and businesses!

"Houston Police Chief Harold Hurtt is also advocating that the local building code be changed to require that private apartment complexes install surveillance cameras. Hurtt even said he wants cameras installed, telescreen-style, in private single-family homes if he decides there have been 'too many' calls for police assistance from the home." (www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/1587017/posts)

ABD decries End of Liberty in Europe 
       The Association of British Drivers has issued a statement in which it condemns the EU's Galileo project -- a beefed-up version of the existing GPS system -- as heralding "the end of liberty in Europe". The missive comes as the first signals from the newly launched first satellites reach Earth. 

       In its statement, the ABD said that the €4 billion project is being sold to the public on the basis of better and cheaper satellite navigation, but that it also offers governments the promise of easier satellite tracking. According to the ABD "The EU is already planning to use Galileo to enforce continent-wide road tolling…. You won't be able to drive anywhere without the EU knowing where you are going, who you are travelling with, and what speed you are travelling at..  The ABD continued: "Manufacturers will be forced by law to fit Galileo devices to all cars. You won't be able to start your car without one.”  The ABD said it is not opposed to technology and appreciates the existing GPS system.  It however is “very concerned indeed” that the new technology, especially with the war on terrorism providing a great excuse, will be “abused like no other has ever been.”.  Concluding the ABD declared that “Galileo is not a light on the horizon, it is the entrance to an abyss."   [www.pistonheads.com/news/default.asp?storyId=13109]  For touted benefits of Galileo, see www.galileo-industries.net/galileo/galileo.nsf/pages/CONT-627HWN?openDocument&e 
Seeing through walls

Remember our story about the Israeli invention that allows one to see through solid blocks? (www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=39246)  This latest efforts from the Imperial College from UK might be providing another means of accomplishing that – by rendering the solid blocks transparent, at will.  Which might as well translate to making the building totally invisible. The new optical effect is believed to involve the development of a material that exploits the way atoms in matter move.   For details about the tantalizing prospect still in research stage, visit www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2087-2047274,00.html
Security problems plague chip-based systems

Despite all the hype about the microchip-based innovative solutions for diverse human applications – both in an external plastic or in the implanted form (within humans), there are yet numerous practical problems be-plaguing the system that we normally don’t get to hear above.  And of all problems imaginable, the particular problems at hand here happen to be problems with security! 

         The “first-ever mass theft of the security Personal Identification Number (PIN) occurred early March and instantly got the record of being labeled the “worst consumer scam to date.”  Involving several national and smaller banks in the US and affecting users in several countries, the scam involved computer hackers who broke through bank security systems to steal millions of PIN records of customers which they then used to cash out several millions of dollars from these accounts at Automatic Teller Machines.  The irony of the situation is that it is the PIN which makes debit cards appear much more secured than credit cards.   

www.internetweek.cmp.com/shared/article/printablePipelineArticle.jhtml;jsessionid=MEETOIPBFQI2WQSNDBOCKHSCJUMEKJVN?articleId=181502508
      However, it perhaps is still far much better losing financial information from microchips embedded in plastic cards, than what could happen when information contained on microchips implanted in the body are compromised.  In a release by the consumer protection body, CASPIAN, it was revealed that the much touted Verichip RFID implant can indeed be hacked!  

     "If you look at the VeriChip purely from the business angle, it's a ridiculously flawed product," says McIntyre of CASPIAN. She notes that security researcher Jonathan Westhues has shown how easy it is to clone a VeriChip implanted in a person's arm and program a new chip with the same number.

     Westhues, known for his prior work cloning RFID-based proximity cards, has posted his VeriChip cloning demo online at http://cq.cx/verichip.pl.

      The VeriChip "is not good for anything," says Westhues, has absolutely no security and "solves a number of different non-problems badly." www.spychips.com/press-releases/verichip-hacked.html
Earth groans confirm imminent changes

       About 1,800 people, including  virtually  “every man, woman and child in the farming village of Guinsaugon” were killed and buried in a series of landslides that left up to 30 feet of mud in the Philippines.  http://apnews.myway.com/article/20060218/D8FRR9000.html
  Although explanations may differ, almost every thinking group – from occultists, to scientists, to Bible believing Christians, recognize that the Planet earth is increasingly going through what could be likened to “birth pangs” that is bound to usher in extremely drastic changes onto the Planet.  A few recent headlines confirming this trend:

>Strong 5.3  earthquake jolts southern Iran (Feb 18)

www.breitbart.com/news/na/060218150922.i5dzdshs.html
>Magnitude 5.0 quake hits Canada's remote Yukon 

www.breitbart.com/news/na/060218164403.1dyhngwc.html
>Around 20 feared buried in Italian avalanche

www.breitbart.com/news/na/060303122158.pwwis4o3.html

>Thousands more homeless in Malawi floods (March 9) www.breitbart.com/news/na/060309182112.4ej4r6c5.html
>13 more killed in India rains (March 10, 2006)

www.breitbart.com/news/na/060310160447.e2yxexdz.html
>Worst in History Wildfire in Texas

www.cnn.com/2006/US/03/13/wildfires.ap/
>Volcano in Nicaragua Spews Gas, Ash (March 8, 2006) www.breitbart.com/news/2006/03/08/D8G7OBDO0.html
>Mozambique: Powerful Quake Sends Thousands Fleeing, Floods kill more than 13

www.breitbart.com/news/2006/02/23/D8FUU978E.html
>Philippine volcano shaking with more than a hundred quakes, showers slopes with ash (February 21)  www.breitbart.com/news/na/060221174144.d2ovnc3u.html
Gays gaining more grounds in Spain

        Meanwhile, a year after legalizing “gay marriage”, the socialist government of Spain has now banned the terms “Mother” and “Father” - which of course can upset new gay couples.  (LIFESITENEWS.com - by Robert Duncan - March 10, 2006).  Although, only a few (about 400)of such marriages have been contacted all over the country in one year – showing clearly that most Spaniards are not interested in the abominable act, the government is leaving no stone untouched in order to provide the right atmosphere for these new families – even at the expense of the millions of other traditional families.  According to a new ministerial order, all new births in Spain would now have to be registered at the State Civil Registries in the Family Book under the headings of Parent (progenitor) A, and Parent (progenitor) B.  

In other words, the offending  terms "Father" and "Mother" were to be no longer used. 

      Surprisingly, various Lesbian groups in Spain are not satisfied with the new plans yet.  As it were, the term “progenitor” carries the masculine gender in Spanish!  It appears there is still much societal fabrics to be pulled down in Spain as government strives to accommodate her few but vocal gay groups. http://www.lifesite.net/ldn/2006/mar/06031001.html
Brazil’s prostitutes get own radio station

  Prostitutes in the Brazilian city of Salvador have received approval to start their own radio station.  According to the project coordinator Sandro Correia, the FM station Radio Zona of the Association of Prostitutes of Bahia state is “ not going to apologise for prostitution but…. (will) struggle for the dignity of the profession," International rights organisations have criticised the country as a destination for sex tourism and child prostitution.

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=oddlyEnoughNews&storyID=2006-03-09T215045Z_01_N09193128_RTRIDST_0_OUKOE-UK-BRAZIL-PROSTITUTES.XML
Topical Issue: continued from back page

         However, indications are that (intense spiritual efforts aside), the advocates of homosexuality in Nigeria are going to concentrate most of their efforts in trying to block (or at least considerably water down) the proposed bill at the National Assembly.  Their recent attempt to clandestinely introduce legalized abortion into Nigeria, which was massively resisted by the Nigerian public, shows these advocates are well-entrenched in the legislative body.
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”   

 ===========================     John 14:1-3

EXHORTATION:  

Diseases Crossing the Species Barrier 

      A Times Online article states deadly viruses are mutating to infect humans at a rate never seen before, adding that at least one new disease is jumping the species barrier from animals to human beings every year, exposing people to emerging germs at a rate that may be unprecedented.(www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,3-2049697,00.html)
      In the Bible, we're told the end times will see pestilences playing a prominent role, as revealed in Luke 21:11: And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.

           Another interesting possibility is that what we're presently seeing with all the species barrier-crossing diseases making news today is a harbinger of things to come in the future Tribulation Period, a time which Revelation 6:8 tells us will see a fourth of mankind die as a result of the sword, hunger, death, and, interestingly, the beasts of the earth.
      While a recent Telegraph article (http://news.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/02/16/weleph16.xml) on rampaging elephants attacking human settlements, seemingly for no motive other than vengeance for years of human abuse, captured my attention recently, I've always wondered if zoonotic disease, perhaps a deadly bird flu pandemic or something similar, is what Revelation 6:8 implies is going to take place in the prophetic future.  While the many pestilences we see in the world around us today are dramatic evidence that we're living in the prophesied end times, particularly when we look at the statements made by Mark Woolhouse of the University of Edinburgh in Scotland which indicate humanity is being bombarded by unprecedented pestilential activity, the question at this hour is this, as bird flu sweeps across Europe and Africa at an astounding pace: How much worse can the threat posed by zoonotic disease become on this side of the Rapture of the Church? I don't know, but already we're being told that bird flu may leave millions dead if it jumps the species barrier.

        May God have mercy on His Church and guard it from the threat posed by bird flu and other species barrier-jumping pestilences until the time of His return - a return I can't help but believe is coming very soon!  

     Keep your eyes on the skies and a spring in your step, Christians! Our redemption draweth nigh!

Michael G. Mickey               (Culled from an article from www.rapturealert.com/2006/022106speciesbarrier.html)
TOPICAL ISSUE:
Homosexual Advocacy hits THE ROCK in Nigeria

        Declaring the collective Nigerian belief, together with the rest of humanity, that “marriage is a unique institution between a man and a woman” the Federal Government of Nigeria has approved a bill banning gay, lesbian relationships and same sex marriage in Nigeria.  Titled “the Prohibition of Relationship between Persons of the Same Sex, Celebration of Marriage by them and for other Matters Connected Therewith”, the Bill seeks a five-year jail term (without the option of fine) for offenders and people who aid and support such act in any way.  According to government spokesman, Frank Nweke (jnr), "We know the values that we hold here as a people and so government decided to say that let us check basically the possible erosion of our value system."  Things like rallies and relationships or amorous relationships being displayed in public are all included in the bill which was initiated by President Olusegun Obasanjo himself.

      This is indeed a big victory for the Church of God in Nigeria, especially noting the massive funding (in the tune of billions of naira) being pumped into the country from foreign sponsors through the innumerous NGOs preaching sexual licentiousness in the country.

      Of course, with such extensive funding, it will be naïve to suppose the movement will just die out naturally.  In one preliminary major intellectual fightback, the noted atheist philosopher from University of Lagos, Dr Douglas Anele wrote in his column in the national newspaper, Vanguard (January 29), in defence of homosexuality.  The reality of the power and influence of the homosexuality movement in Nigeria is demonstrated by the fact that a response to that article by us (sent directly online) was neither acknowledged nor published by the newspaper.  Our readers may check the important Nigerian information site Odili.net or the global Christian news site Online Archive, which have since both published our rejoinder. The links are http://nigeriaworld.com/articles/2006/feb/072.html and http://onlinearchive.org/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=689.  Please see page 5 for a few of the responses to the article. Obviously, publishing in a national newspaper within Nigeria would have had more impact – anyone out there able to help? (  pg 7
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AND TALKING ABOUT RELIGIOUS PROVOCATION….


In 1989 in the United States, Andres Serrano, with a generous grant of $15,000 from tax-payers fund, (through the National Endowment for Arts) exhibited a “contemporary artwork” which was nothing but “a large and vivid photograph of Christ on a crucifix submerged in the artist's urine”. The title of this artwork was “Piss Christ”! (� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piss_Christ" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piss_Christ�).See www.csulb.edu/~jvancamp/361_r7.htm for a record of  the matured response of Christians to the outrage.  





Health Quiz


Why is thimerosal, containing 50% by weight, highly toxic Mercury, still being added to vaccines injected into our children and no one can talk about it?  


Answer: Big money!   (see relevant information at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=49094" ��www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=49094�)
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